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Hurricane Safety Tips For Truck Drivers:
1. Have a Disaster Kit in Your Truck
You never know how bad conditions can get in a matter of minutes. It’s always advisable to have a disaster kit
handy. The most important items in your emergency disaster kit should be a reflective vest, a flashlight, a firstaid kit, some canned-food and bottled water.
2. Prepare For High Winds
Before the hurricane even hits and the rain starts, there’s most likely going to be lots of strong winds in the
area. Strong wind is dangerous for truck drivers because it can pull and sometimes even flip a tractor trailer.
Trucks pulling dry vans or reefers are most at risk when it comes to high winds. Also, keep in mind that a
strong wind gusts can damage a trailer even if it’s parked.
3. Pay Attention to Weather Warnings
Pay attention to weather warnings. If there is a state of emergency in a certain area, you may want to consider
taking a different route or delaying shipment to that area. Also stay up to date on road conditions during
hurricane season. A simple weather radio can be a lifesaving tool during extreme weather conditions. A variety
of emergency hand crank and solar powered radios are available. State DOT’s have travel and road conditions
information on their websites, so check them out to make sure you’re heading toward safe ground or won’t
encounter issues trying to reach your destination.
4. Be Flexible
Be prepared for schedule delays and changes. Patience is key when your trucking route is being impacted by a
hurricane. Since the weather is so unpredictable, there’s no saying just how long an area will continue to be
impacted by the storm. Be flexible in this situation and prepared for anything.
5. Avoid Driving Through High Water
This one may seem obvious, but avoid driving through high water and don’t assume that piles of debris that
you see are just branches and sticks. Hurricanes blow and float things around, so keep an eye on the road for
any hazards up ahead. If you can’t see the road or you’re unsure, don’t just plow through it and continue onward. It’s better to stop then to run over something or someone you can’t see trapped by the storm.
6. More Helpful Tips:







No load is worth your life or the life of other people on the road. If it gets dangerous, get off the road!
Civilians will have their cars stuffed to the roof with all their earthly possessions, and will probably be a little crazy as they flee the hurricane. Be careful. Be patient.
Crosswinds with a light load make you more likely to tip over or to jackknife.
Crosswinds can blow you into other lanes — stay alert.
Hydroplaning can be terrifying: get your foot off the accelerator and ease onto the brakes.
Once you’re stopped, if you need to communicate with your family or dispatch, use texting as much as
possible vs. phone calls. Text messages use less bandwidth, and you are more likely to get through an overloaded cellular system.

(Courtesy of the North Carolina Trucking Association and www.truckhive.com)

